In Memoriam – Warrant Officer Johannes (Jannie) Botha	Comment by Nongqai editors: THE TITLE. Start with 'In Memoriam' and the person's name as they were known, with a nickname in brackets if they had one. Put the same title in the email subject.
SENDING IT. Attach this file to an email to the submissions address, with the same title in the subject.
Born: 14 March 1941, Ladismith	Comment by Nongqai editors: THE THREE KEY LINES. Born, Passed away and Served, each on its own line straight under the title. The tribute is filed under the year of death, so give the full date if you know it.
Served: one short line with the force, the unit and the town, and the years.
Passed away: 2 September 2026, George
Served: SA Police · Dog Unit, Oudtshoorn, 1960 – 1995
[image: ]	Comment by Nongqai editors: THE PORTRAIT. One clear photo of the person, ideally in uniform, placed first. Head and shoulders works best. Ask the family before you send it.
Warrant Officer Jannie Botha in 1985. (Photo: the Botha family)	Comment by Nongqai editors: CAPTION. Name, rank and year, and where the photo comes from.
Jannie Botha, who served with the South African Police for 35 years, passed away peacefully at home in George on 2 September 2026. He was 85.	Comment by Nongqai editors: THE TRIBUTE. A few paragraphs are enough: their service, what colleagues remember, and their family. Short headings help when it is longer.
A life with dogs
Jannie joined the police in 1960 and asked to be sent to the Dog Unit after his first year. He trained at the Dog School in Pretoria and spent the rest of his career in Oudtshoorn, where he and his dogs became well known on the farms of the Klein Karoo.
[image: ]
Const. Botha with his first dog, Wolf, in Oudtshoorn, 1978. (Photo: the Botha family)
Colleagues remember a quiet, patient man who spoke to his dogs in Afrikaans and to their handlers with the same calm. Many young handlers learnt the trade from him.
His family
Jannie is survived by his wife of 58 years, Marietjie, their children Annelie and Pieter, and five grandchildren.	Comment by Nongqai editors: FAMILY. Check names and spellings with the family. Mention them only with their permission.
A memorial service will be held at the NG Kerk, George-Wes, on Saturday 11 October 2026 at 10:00.	Comment by Nongqai editors: FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE. Only include it if the date has not yet passed when you send it. Otherwise leave it out.
Sent by Marietjie Botha, his wife, with help from Col. (ret.) Danie Smit, who served with Jannie in Oudtshoorn.	Comment by Nongqai editors: WHO SENT IT. End with your name and how you knew the person, so readers who served with them know who to contact.
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‘With his dog Wolf, 1978
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